Title: Famine, Conflict, War

Text: Genesis 12:10-14:24

Proposition: As Abram grew in faith through difficult circumstances, we also must grow in our faith
through the events of life.



Famine: Deception instead of faith (12:10-20)

A. And there was a famine in the land. . . (10)

1. The Bible does not give the length of the time period between Abram’s arrival
in the Promised Land and his departure for Egypt.

2. As Abram surveyed the land promised to Him by God, he travelled south.

a) The extent of the land began to take shape in his mind and he began to
fully understand what God was promising to him.

b) According to historical record, famines were not uncommon, and one
occurred on this survey trip of the Promised Land.

(D The book of Hebrews gives us insight into the perspective of Abram
on how to deal with this famine: Hebrews 11:15 And truly, if they
had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they
might have had opportunity to have returned.

(2) It seems that Abram and Isaac kept some sort of familial ties
between them and the family they left behind, as seen in Abram
and Isaac seeking wives and refuge for their sons in the old
country.

(3) However, as far as they were concerned, return to the old country
was out of the question because the promise of God was found in
the Promise Land.

c) Abram left the Promised Land out of practical necessity.
(D The Land could not sustain him.
(2) Did he seek God or act upon his own wisdom, the Bible is silent.

3 It is possible this is the first step in relying upon himself then God
and continues with the next verses.

B. And it came to pass. .. (11-13)

1. As they came to the point of entering Egypt, Abram became fearful.
a) This was an unknown land to him.
b) He travelled with many people and possessions, and one person who

he felt could endanger his life: Sarai.

(D All husbands could learn from Abrams words and honor he gives to
Sarai.



(2) She was a beautiful woman and told her so!

2. Due to her beauty, he contrives a plan to deceive the authorities of Egypt.
a) His fear is that they will kill him to get her.
b) Instead, he asks Sarai to deceive any inquiries about their
relationship, saying she is Abrams sister (half-truth).
C. And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into Egypt. . .
(14-20)
1. Just as Abram predicted, the Egyptians identified Sarai as a beautiful and

desirous woman to have. (14-16)

a) At first it must have been a satisfying situation to have predicted this
occurring and have devised a plan to protect them.

b) However, he discovered too late the threat to the promise.

c) Pharaoh’s lieutenants spoke to Pharaoh about the beauty of Sarai and
he took her for himself.

(D This was a common practice for rulers of the age, they could take
any woman they wanted for their harem.
(2) This was a threat to the promise God had given to Abram.

d) Pharaoh blessed Abram with material items in payment for her.
2. God stepped into preserve the promise and line. (17-20)
a) Abram failed to consider the result of his plan.
(D His life was saved, but Sarai was still taken.
(2) Most importantly, the promise was in jeopardy.

b) God brought plagues upon the house of Pharaoh.

(D The Bible does not reveal what plagues God brought.
(2) However, they were significant to get his attention.

c) How Pharaoh perceived the truth of the situation is not mentioned,
but he understood the deception and immediately corrected it.

(D Abram called for Abram and asked him why.



D.

(2) He gave Sarai back and sent them back where they came from.

Application

1. Our sin never disposes God’s plan.

2. Abram’s plan could have been the end of the line of the redeemer, humanly
speaking.
a) Before the chosen line even had a chance to produce an heir in Isaac.
b) God stepped in and through His grace saved mankind from himself.

3. We are sinners and will be in battle against the sin nature we carry within

ourselves until we are heaven.

a) Itis imperative we are willing to trust God in whatever circumstance
we find ourselves in, no matter the difficulty.

(D Isn’t it interesting pagan Pharaoh had more respect for God than
Abram did.
(2) Abram had spoken to God and received God’s promise, yet it was

Pharaoh responding in proper fear of God, not Abram.

b) We need understand who saved us and what He is capable of, no
matter the situation.

c) 1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them:
because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.

II. Conflict: Spiritual versus Carnal (13:1-18)

A.

The return to the Land of Promise (1-4)

1. And Abram went up out of Egypt. .. (1)

a) After the spiritual failure in the land of Egypt, Abram needed to get
back to his spiritual roots.

b) We find them traveling out of Egypt into the south of Canaan.
2. And Abram was very rich. . . (2)

a) This is the first mention of the wealth of Abram.



b)

The Bible marks two areas of Abram’s personal wealth:

(1)
(2)

Cattle - as was the case with other nomads down through the ages
in the Middle East, Abram possessed great herds of cattle.

Silver and gold - this would have separated him from the average
nomadic “sheik” of his day; as these items were not usually part of
the average wealth.

3. And he went on his journey'’s from the south even to Bethel. . . (3-4)

a)

b)

Abram returned to the place of his first worship of God in the
Promised Land.

In a sense, he returned here to get re-grounded in his walk with God.

B. The division and separation from Lot (5-13)

1. The division with Lot (5-7)

a)

b)

d)

We are introduced to the impetus for the division by the description of
Lot’'s wealth.

(1)
(2)

Lot, as well as Abram, had prospered and become a wealthy
individual.

It is possible the blessings of God upon Abram were enjoyed by Lot
as well.

The problem was the land could not sustain both of their large herds.

Compounding the problem was a controversy between the herdsmen
of Lot and Abram.

(D
(2)

This probably was a result of the land not being able to sustain
them.
There may have a risen conflict over pastures and water.

As a last note of the division is the mention of the original inhabitants.

(1

(2)

3

One reason for the mention is the Land could not support everyone
who lived in the area, thereby causing conflict at a time when it was
not God’s time.

Another reason, the pagans, to whom Abram was supposed to be a
witness of the true God to, was watching the testimony of Abram
and Lot.

This is important as it gives insight into the choices of Lot.



2.

The separation from Lot (8-13)

a)

b)

Many commentators describe Abram as magnanimous or “exhibiting
nobleness of soul.” (Webster 1828)

(D Abram, as the head of the family and as it was his right, could have
chosen first and told Lot where to go and settle.

(2) However, as his faith was in the God of the promise alone, he
allowed Lot to choose.

What Abram meant when he told Lot to choose between the left hand
and right hand.

(D As Abram and Lot were from the eastern culture, they were facing
east as they were having this conversation.

(a) Verse 10 describes Lot lifting his eyes and he sees the
valley of Jordan or directly east of where they stood.

(b) The eastern culture places greater significance on facing
the east, whereas Western cultures like ours, place
significance on the north.

(2) It seems Abram’s original thought was to divide the Promise Land
in half.

(a) As Abram considered Lot his heir at this time, this would
make sense in his eyes.

(b) Abram was offering to the Lot the best of the Promised
Land, either north of Bethel (left hand) or south of Bethel
(right hand).

As Lot heard this proposition by his uncle, he looked up to consider his
choice.

(D The selfish pride of Lot’s character did not even consider deferring
to his uncle.

(2) His eyes fell upon the plain of Jordan.

(a) The description of which is very significant.

(b) It was a well watered plain great for grazing and fruitful
for growing.

(© Most importantly, it was like Egypt, where they had just

come from and experienced the great wealth of the
Egyptians.



(3)

Instead of choosing from the Promised Land, where both he and
Abram had received blessing, he chose another place outside of
God’s blessing.

(a) Lot’s first step to leave God’s blessing was to look outside
of God’s place of blessing.
(b) Second, he went in the direction of Sodom; a place of

wicked sinners (Hebrew literary tool: conjunction used to
connect two descriptive words).

() Third, as will be seen later, he became part of the
wickedness.

The confirmation of the promise (14-18)

1. And the LORD said unto Abram. . .Lift up now thine eyes. . . (14-17)

a)

b)

Abram must have been discouraged by the choice of Lot to leave the
Promised Land and the loss of his heir.

(1)

(2)

Abram and Lot were heading in two different directions; which is
represented by their geographical choices.

Abram was thinking of the prospect of God’s blessing and
wondering how God was going to accomplish it; but to see Lot
leave was a discouraging blow.

The LORD did not leave Abram in doubt long but came to him with
great words of encouragement.

(D

(2)
3

(4)

This is the Land of Promise I spoke to you of before, as far as you
can see in every direction, not just the east, but north, south, and
west too!

By the way, no need to worry about your heir, it will be of your
seed directly, not a relative like Lot.

Your physical seed will be innumerable and they will inhabit this
land without cities; as compared to the valley of Jordan where Lot
went to settle.

Now, enough of this wondering, doubt, disappointment, and
discouragement; get up and go see the Land of Promise.

Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in. . .Hebron. . .and built

there an altar unto the LORD. (18)

a)

The choices had been made and both were now going in their
direction.

(1

Lot toward a life outside of God’s chosen land of blessing.



(2) Abram toward a life of faith in God’s chosen land of blessing.

b) He settled in a new place which will play a significant part in the
history of Israel: Hebron.

(D The first thing he does is set up his tent.

(2) Then, builds a permanent place of worship for God: an altar.
D. Application
1. Christians must choose between a life of spirituality or carnality.
2. The natural, spiritual and carnal: 1 Corinthians 2:14-3:3
a) Natural man or those who are unsaved and can not understand

spiritual truth.

b) Spiritual or saved by the blood of Jesus Christ: Abram.
c) Carnal or those saved and living according the flesh: Lot.
3. Abram and Lot provide a great example of what Paul was speaking to the

Corinthians about.

a) Will you grow in the Lord, live by faith, and walk in His path of

blessing?

(D No, you may not know the outcome or how it will come to pass.

(2) No, you will be left in the “dark” by what God is actually doing in
your life.

3 But, by His word you know His promises and the hope He has given

in Jesus Christ.
b) Or will you follow in the steps of the world?

(D The “grass does look greener on the other side.”

(2) But, imagine if Lot had sought the Lord in his decision; he would
have discovered the judgment of God was coming on this valley of
Jordan for its wicked sin.

c) The key is not to consider the “greener pastures” but consider by faith
what God has said.

(D Simply remain where He says.
(2) But, when we doubt and are not sure, consider praying and asking
for His assurance about your doubts.



. War (14:1-24)



