
Title:  Illuminating Qualities 

Text:  John 8:12-32 

Introduction: 

1. Light possess the wonderful quality to illuminate. 

a. Light provides warmth 

b. Light provides energy 

c. Light reveals objects visually 

d. Light provides for the ability to distinguish objects 

2. The absence of light would result in the absence of life. 

a. Life on earth would not exist without the light of the sun. 

b. Even the creatures which exist underground and miles below sea level would cease to 

exist without the energy of the sun. 

3. The spiritual parallel is clear, without the spiritual light of the Son, everyone is spiritually dead. 

a. This is the second of seven “I am” statements of Jesus Christ. 

b. The first, “I am the bread of life,” found in 6:35. 

c. His Light dispels the darkness of sin which hangs heavily upon mankind, illuminating the 

spiritual truth of salvation available to mankind. 

Proposition:  The spiritual light of Jesus Christ alone leads to the liberation of man’s soul. 

 

Question:  Why does the spiritual light of Jesus Christ alone lead to the liberation of the soul? 

 

Transition:  This passage relates Jesus’ authority and authentic nature as the Son of God as the basis for 

human liberty. 



I. Authority Questioned (12-20) 

A. The I AM statement (12) 

1. The doctrine:  I am the light of the world. . . 

a) The development of Jesus Christ the Light of the World so far in John: 

(1) John 1:1-14 – Jesus is the eternal Son of God, Creator, and redeemer 

of men. 

(2) John 3:19-21 – Jesus is the light which saves, yet is rejected by a 

world in love with itself and sin. 

b) The implication of this new doctrine was far reaching. 

(1) First, this statement refuted the Jewish belief about God. 

(a) The Jews considered God the Light of the World. 

(i) The revelation of God, Ezekiel 1:4 And I looked, 

and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a 

great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a 

brightness was about it, and out of the midst 

thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst of 

the fire. 

(ii) The holiness and salvation of God, Habakkuk 3:3-

4 God came from Teman, and the Holy One from 

mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, 

and the earth was full of his praise. And his 

brightness was as the light; he had horns coming 

out of his hand: and there was the hiding of his 

power. 

(iii) God appeared as a burning lamp in the covenant 

with Abram, Genesis 15:17 And it came to pass, 

that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, 

behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that 

passed between those pieces. 

(iv) God appeared before Moses in the burning bush, 

Exodus 3:2 And the angel of the LORD appeared 

unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a 

bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned 

with fire, and the bush was not consumed. 

(v) There existed in the history of Israel the well 

established physical presence of God in 

correlation with light.  



(b) The Law of Moses, by extension, was the Light of the 

World. 

(i) As God had given the Law to Israel as a means of 

worship, so Israel considered it the true light. 

(ii) It was the final authority regarding man’s 

approach to God.  

(2) Second, the far reaching implication refuted Jewish exclusiveness. 

(a) Jesus proclaimed He was not only the Light of the Jews, 

superseding the Law with Grace, but He is the Light of the 

Gentiles. 

(b) The Gospel message of Jesus Christ would have no 

boundaries. 

(i) Over the centuries, the Jews had become exclusive 

and failed to carry out the message of redemption 

as God’s witnessing nation on earth. 

(ii) Their perspective was to be part of God’s family 

and God’s kingdom meant you must be a Jew. 

(iii) Their pride destroyed God’s purpose for the 

nation and now Jesus was removing their source 

of pride:  Judaism. 

(3) This double attack on the Jewish religious thought was 

incomprehensible.  

2. The exhortation:  . . .he that followeth me. . . 

a) Here is the call to a decision. 

(1) Jesus Christ always called for action from His hearers and 

followers. 

(a) When He called His apostles, it was a call to leave all and 

follow Him. 

(b) When He made the water into wine, He called them to fill 

the pots and dip it out to serve (chapter two). 

(c) When He spoke to Nicodemus about becoming born again 

He required faith (chapter three). 

(d) When He spoke to the woman at the well about living 

water He required her to face the truth about her life and 

believe on Him (chapter four). 

(e) When He healed the nobleman’s son He required faith on 

the part of the father (4:43-54). 



(f) When the impotent man at Bethsaida could not reach the 

pool, He required the man to believe His word (5:1-9). 

(2) Jesus was calling for a decision to be made in every occasion. 

b) Here in this verse Jesus Christ gives them the doctrine, I am the Light 

of the world, and now tell them to act upon it. 

(1) There is a condition here in this verse, the condition is to follow. 

(2) Jesus is not proclaiming a spiritual Light to the world in a sense of 

everyone, Jew and Gentile, is now out of spiritual darkness. 

(3) He is proclaiming the Light to be freed from spiritual darkness is 

available to everyone. 

(4) Jesus says follow Him or receive Him or believe Him and you shall 

have the light.  

3. The promise:  . . shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.  

a) Finally, the promise given to those who accept the doctrine and act 

upon it 

b) Jesus promises what mankind has been looking for since the fall in the 

Garden of Eden. 

(1) No longer under the power of the flesh and influence of Satan 

(2) Restored to spiritual fellowship with God 

4. Application 

a) The message for the unbeliever is to consider Jesus Christ’s claim. 

(1) Consider His fulfillment of prophecy. 

(a) He fulfilled every prophecy of His birth. 

(b) He fulfilled every prophecy of His life. 

(2) Consider His perfect life, never once violating the perfect Law of 

God. 

(3) Consider His miracles, healing the blind, dumb, sick, diseased, and 

raising the dead. 

(4) Consider His words: 



(a) John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world, that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 

not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son 

into the world to condemn the world; but that the world 

through him might be saved. 

(b) John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am 

the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in 

darkness, but shall have the light of life. 

(5) Consider the life changing power of Jesus Christ. 

(a) The apostles, who even the religious leaders considered 

uneducated and ignorant, through whom Jesus turned the 

world upside down. 

(b) The life of loved ones: Who forever were changed by Jesus 

Christ. 

(6) Will you choose to believe on Jesus Christ? 

b) The message to the believe focuses on the promise of Christ. 

(1) You have chosen to follow Jesus Christ, as is evident by your 

confession of faith. 

(2) Following is a continual action which doesn’t end with our decision 

to accept Christ as our Savior. 

(3) Our following is a process of salvation or sanctification. 

(4) As we follow Christ with our lives we become more like Christ than 

when we were first saved. 

(a) We do this by remaining in the Word of God, Psalms 

119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 

my path. 

(b) We do this by remaining in a position of prayer, Ephesians 

6:18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 

Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and 

supplication for all saints; 

(c) We do this by remaining in fellowship with the church as 

God’s chosen avenue of worship and ministry,   

(d) We do this with the understanding of our own sinful flesh 

which we battle against and seek forgiveness, 1 John 1:9 If 

we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(5) Christian, it is imperative you continue to follow your Lord Jesus 

Christ. 



(a) You no longer belong to yourself, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 

Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not 

your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify 

God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 

(b) Your failure to follow the Lord Jesus Christ with your life 

will result in chastening, Hebrews 12:6 For whom the Lord 

loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 

receiveth. 

(c) Judgment begins with the house of God, 1 Peter 4:17 For 

the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of 

God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them 

that obey not the gospel of God? 

(i) Christian your personal life and the spiritual 

fellowship of this church are in danger of God’s 

judgment. 

(ii) Your failure to confess your sin before God and 

change will bring God’s judgment. 

(iii) If there is something between you and another 

brother or sister in Christ, then you need to take 

care of that, now. 

(iv) Your fellowship with God is in jeopardy, not your 

salvation, but your fellowship. 

(v) The church is in jeopardy if there is division in our 

fellowship. 

(vi) Let go of the sin of pride, confess it before God, 

seek His help, and approach your brother or sister 

in the Lord. 

5. Exhortation:  Will you follow the Light?  

II. Authenticity Questioned (21-29)  

III. Acquiring Liberty (30-31)  


